INTRODUCTION

A. Background
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's) from the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted by world leaders on 1 st January 2016 at the United Nations (UN) summit. The goals have been built upon the Millennium Development Goals (MDG's) and is an action call for all nations (poor, middle-income and rich) in order to simultaneously protect the planet and promote prosperity (UN, 2019).
Goal no. 15: Life on land vision as quoted in the UN website (DESA, 2019) is to "Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss". Targets and indicators for this goal have been mentioned as it is in annex A1 and A2. The goal was formulated based on the fact that globally 2.6 billion people are directly dependent on agriculture. In India, 52% of land reserved for agricultural is affected by soil degradation (UNIndia, 2019). The country plays a strategic role in achieving the goals because of the numerous reasons mentioned in Objective 3. 
II. RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND METHODOLOGY
A. Research Questions
Based on the four objectives, the following research questions in Table 1 have been formulated to address the objectives of this topic in the Indian context: 
B. Objective B_Overview of Challenges
The overall challenges have been categorised into two sets: general global challenges associated with the implementation of SDG's and case specific challenges related to goal 15 in India.
When it comes to global challenges; the SDG's are not legally binding; however, the countries are only expected to take ownership to achieve the goals through individual national framework. This is not enough to ensure full responsibility and accountability. Not just this, but also resource mobilization is a cause of concern due to the complexity associated with the involvement of a number of sectors and various levels: public private, domestic and international (UN, 2019).
Objectives
Research Questions Analyze current programmes or schemes
What are the main approaches to achieve the desired targets?
The SDGs have repeatedly failed to demand the full realization of human rights; which can only be achieved by a humongous role-back of international and intra-national inequalities (CDN, 2018, p. 10). Apart from the numerous reasons mentioned in the picture above as to why India plays a strategic role; there are other challenges especially at the implementation stage. C. Objective C_Linkages and Synergies Goal 15 measures like all other goals has interdependencies; which is crucial for better implementation and overall understanding of the UN vision. Zero hunger and food security under goal 2 is directly dependent on effective land use management. The sustainable use of land for agriculture is crucial to achieve the former goal. Continuous damage to ecosystem and natural environments has a direct negative impact over a long on the economic growth (goal 8). Zero hunger and life on land are directly linked to responsible consumption and production (goal 12).
It is important to check for cross-cutting issues for a country like India, where agriculture and related sectors are a primary contributor to the country's economy and nearly half the population's income is dependent on it. Furthermore, sustainable cities and communities (goal 11); and industries and infrastructure (goal 9) need to consider the environment aspects of land/water usage and management (Bhamra, Shanker, & Niazi, 2015, pp. 189-190). . It is crucial to understand the co-benefits associated with these linkages in order to avoid competing interests and conflicts leading to trade-offs; which are however inevitable. For example, cutting down of forests for agricultural production will lead to loss of biodiversity.
Intensifying agriculture will lead to increased load on water resources and switching of food crops to biofuel production (energy sector) may lead to food security issues (Patterson, 2015) . The type of synergies and linkages are not just unique or case specific to the context of India, but is a similar phenomenon observed worldwide.
D. Objective D_Suggested Measures
Achieving the SDGs requires an integrated institutional framework which supports a more coordinated approach for operationalizing the 2030 agenda (Nunes, Lee, & O'Riordan, 2016, p. 1). It requires integrative horizontal and vertical governance with clear roles and responsibilities by encouraging all stakeholder's participation in planning, design and implementation phases. This way all four mentioned programmes along with other related programmes can be implemented more effectively with lesser conflict of interests. Next, there is a need to establish innovative communicative strategies to make the general public aware of the goals and targets (Concord, 2016 ). This could be in the form of encouraging public to engage in social enterprises and cultural engagements (Pearson, 2016, p. 4) . The Farmers Field School is one such example, however there is a need to refine the existing complex constitutional network to make it more integrated and cooperative. Another possibility is exploring the potential of social media to improve people's lives. The third suggestion is mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystems in all sectors and across all sectors (Lebada, 2018) . By doing so, the linkages and synergies can be better understood in order to balance the trade-offs associated with it. Encouraging through Business Leadership is another solution where top-level leadership commitment can motivate employees to ensure and support for sustainable practices (Blueprint, 2019) . It is corporate strategy which can be achieved not just by eco-entrepreneurs or climate entrepreneurs but also by other business or corporate enterprises too. 1), (Concord, 2016) , (Lebada, 2018) 
IV. RESEARCH LIMITATIONS AND FURTHER RESEARCH
The four objectives mentioned are just an overview approach to study briefly what are the current practices and how it can be improved. The research has been done using limited research tools such as literature review and desktop research. Further research using other research tools is required to more broadly understand the pros and cons of this goal. For objective A, not all the current programmes and practices are mentioned; only the most important ones are highlighted. In order to better understand other possible linkages or synergies along with the associated challenges through objectives B and C, further investigation and fact-finding is suggested. Furthermore, the synergies highlighted are only based on the common targets and direct or in-direct influence of one goal's objectives on the other. 
